B-3519

B-3518 - B-3525 c.1842-1860
1142- 1100 Battery Ave. (West side)

Baltimore, Md.

Private access

The west side of the 1100 block of Battery Ave. is improved with two
distinct groups of houses, all of which, however, were built before the Civil
War. At 1134-1142 Battery Ave. and at 1126-1132 Battery Ave. there are groups
of three story, two bay wide, gable-roofed brick:houses built in the late 1850's.
At 1110-1116 and 1118-1124 Battery Ave. there are two groups of two story plus
attic, two bay wide brick houses built by William Webb, a local house carpenter,
in 1850. Of this group, 1112 Battery. Ave. has since been enlarged to a full
three stories in height but still retains its original gable roof. '1106-1108
Battery Ave. is a pair of three story, two bay wide brick houses with shed
roof, but no existing roof cornice, built about 1855 with an original gable roof.
Finally, at 1100-1104 Battery Ave. there is a group of two story plus attic, two

.bay wide brick houses, built in the early 1840's.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This row of three story, two bay brick houses with gable roofs was- built
in the 1850's and formed part of a group of such houses extending along this
side of Battery Ave. All of the houses had been covered with formstone but
1136 Battery has recently had its formstone removed.

The houses are three stories in height, 13' wide (except for 1140 Battery which

is 14' wide), and occupy lots 82' deep. Each house has a three story high, one
bay wide and deep stair hall extension which connects the main house to a two

story high, two bay deep rear addition. 1134 Battery has an extra two story high,

one bay deep section, followed by a one story high, one bay deep frame addition.

1136 Battery has an extra one story high, one bay deep modern addition; 1138 Battery

has an extra two story high, one bay deep frame section,. followed by a one story
high, one bay deep frame section; and 1140 Battery has an extra two story high,
one bay deep frame addition. The houses are constructed in running bond, but

1134, 1138, and 1140 Battery are covered with formstone. The low-pitched gable

roof has a continuous two-tier brick cornice. Each house has a double rectangular

chimney located along both the front and rear roof gables on the north side of
the house. Each house also has a rear end chimney located at the west end of
the first two bays of the rear addition.

The first and second floor openings had segmentally arched brick lintels
with scroll-sawed tympanums although today the scroll-sawed tympanums remain only

at 1140 Battery. The third floor openings have flat lintels. Those at 1136 Battery

are new vertical stretcher lintels so it is not possible to judge whether the
original third story lintels were flat wood or splayed brick. The exposed sills
at 1136 Battery are brick header sills. All of the window openings are filled
with 1/1 double hung sash. The houses have a mixed array of door types though
all have single light transoms. 1134 and 1140 Battery Ave. have Mission-style
doors; 1136 Battery has a modern four panel door with two upper lights; and 1138
Battery has a modern flush door. The houses sit on low basements, the entrances
being reached by two brick steps each. Each house has a rectangular basement
opening located to the right of the steps.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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SPECIFIC DATES 1856-58 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Henry Middendorf

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This row of houses is representative of a large group of such three story, gable-
roofed houses built in Federal Hill in the 1840's and 1850's to accomodate the
rising number of middle-class residents in the area--men who had prospered at local
trades and small businesses. These houses, however, are not quite as large as similar
three story houses built farther to the north in Federal Hill--such as along William
St. or Warren Ave.--and probably were intended for a less well-off market than those
houses. They are, nevertheless, much larger and more commodious that the usual type
of two story plus attic type of house built for a strictly working class clientele.

The houses were built by Henry Middendorf, a grocer, who had a grocery store
at 1142 Battery Ave. and later lived in 1138 Battery Ave. Unlike most houses of this
type, Middendorf did not sell these houses to individual owners, but instead retained
them as rental property, as did his grandchildren, John.and Mary Pfaff, when they
_-. inherited the houses in 1898.1

lBaltimore City Land Records, Liber GES 173, Folio 264; RO 1727, Folio 508;
altimore City Directory, 1860, 1867, 1872, 1880

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED prOPeRTy 14" X 82' (1140); 13'2" x 82' (1134-1138)

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY —
[S1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / FITLE
M.E. Hayward / Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust / Struever Bros. & Eccles 5/79
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1745 Circle Rd.
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Ruxton Marvliand 21204

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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B-3519

1134-1140 Battery Avenue
Block 0952 Lots 005-002
Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3519 1134-1140 Battery Ave.
—~M.E.H. 5/79 —
East elevation
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B-3519 1136-1138 Battery Ave.
—M.E.H. 5/79 -
East elevation




